Preserving Your Quilt’s Story

Bringing a Quilt to
Documentation Day
We are excited to see your quilt and learn
its story. You may bring two quilts. When
you arrive, please register at our welcome
table. You will be interviewed about the
quilt while it is being examined and
photographed.
Please bring each quilt “as is”; it is not
necessary to clean or make repairs. Bring
notes with all the information you may
have about the making of the quilt and
the quiltmaker(s). We are interested in
family photos, especially any photos
showing the quilt or quiltmaker, and when
and where the quilt was made. Was it
created for a special occasion? Did it win
a ribbon at the fair?

There is no charge to bring a quilt. If a
duplicate copy of the documentation
record is desired, a small donation is
requested.
A cloth label with your quilt’s registration
number will be provided. Please make
sure it is stitched to the back of the quilt.
You will also want to keep photos and
records to pass down the history of the
quilt for your family. You will receive
information about the care and safe
storage of quilts.

We would also like to learn about the life
of the quiltmaker including: birth and
death dates, maiden name, husband’s
name, and the religion or ethnic
background of the quilter’s family.

Documentation days are part of an
ongoing effort to record West Virginia’s
quilt artistry and history. The photographs
and data gathered will be recorded for
future historians and researchers.
Records created will be stored in the
archives managed by the West Virginia
Division of Culture and History. The
confidentiality of quilt owners will be
protected; no one will contact you without
your permission.
Photographs of your quilt and related
information will be added to The Quilt
Index, an online database for scholars and
educators. The Quilt Index includes data
on more than 80,000 quilts collected from
documentation projects, museums,
libraries, and private collections. To learn
more, visit quiltindex.org.

A quilt is studied and measured on documentation day.

West Virginia Quilt Documentation
Project hopes to encourage families to
keep and enjoy their heirloom textiles.
Owners will not be asked to donate or sell
their quilts. It is not the purpose of
documentation to estimate the value or
provide an appraisal of quilts studied.
The story of a family quilt is recorded.

Photographs capture the unique beauty of each quilt.

